
Good afternoon, 
      I am writing to let you know that after much trial and tribulation and a letter from the Benton 
Franklin Department of Health that says we are approved to do so, we will be returning the middle 
school to an in-person hybrid AM/PM schedule on Monday, February 1. The first two days will be for 6th 
graders only, as a transition for students (and staff) to get things going again. 7th and 8th graders will 
arrive on Wednesday, Feb 3. All staff have two days in order to transition (asynchronous learning only 
during that time). The schedule for the middle school will be posted on their website, along with the 
district website soon. Suffice to say, your students will go to half their classes on one day, and half their 
classes the next day. The bus system will remain the same as elementary, with walking students and 
three routes in the A.M., and all other bus routes in the P.M. Lunches will stay the same as they are 
now. 
     We are also targeting February 8 as a day for HS classes to return, again in an AM/PM hybrid. The 9th 
graders will have one transition day on Monday, with the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades joining them on 
Tuesday the 9th. But teachers will again get two days to prep for that. The schedule will be the same as 
described above and also available on our websites. High school students who drive to school normally 
will be placed in A.M. and P.M as their schedule allows in order to balance numbers between sessions. 
As a point of emphasis, while we cannot enforce it, we HIGHLY recommend that students who drive do 
not carpool with anyone except their family members to decrease potential exposure to COVID. 
     I know that there are going to be questions and those should be directed to your building principals, 
Mr. Feth and Mr. Henry, first. After three months, the elementary students/staff and secondary tutoring 
has shown us that school is very safe when we follow our protocols and best practices. While the devil is 
always in the details, I have no doubt that we will be in good shape when in-person resumes. As always, 
if you would prefer for your student to remain in an online environment, we will offer online courses 
through a 3rd Party Provider as we have done since this began. 
     I would not have thought when we first started this that we would be out for 10 ½ months before 
returning. But, I believe we are ready and I know our kids and families are ready. Have a great day! 
 
- Pete Peterson, Superintendent 
 


